
 

 

 
Quality of Your Character 

 

When you think of someone buying a luxury home with a price tag of more than $500,000, you 
expect the new home to be of high quality. Such is not always the case, writes Julie Iovine in the 
Chicago Tribune. The preliminary designs for the new home of Michael Eisner, the former head 
of Disney Corporation, included one wall that was so thin it would have buckled under its own 
weight. The $40 million new home of one billionaire software developer had pine siding so 
vulnerable to decay is started to rot before the home was even completed. It is easy for buyers 
to mistake luxury for quality. Experts in the home building industry say that “most buyers agonize 
over the wrong things.” 

Tom Kligerman, a Manhattan architect, says “many buyers find it boring to spend money on 
foundations and stud walls. They’d rather spend it on what they can see.” A builder of luxury 
homes said, “It appears that what sells houses depends on having a large kitchen, flashy stairs, a 
luxurious master bath, or other totally unnecessary elements, as opposed to spatial or 
constructional quality.” 

When it comes to homes, buyers tend to place value on what they can see rather than on the 
important things that they cannot see. How often do we do that when we are trying to determine 
the value of a person or a friend? To often we focus on the outward appearance rather than the 
quality of their character.  

 

Moral 
As it is with homes, so it is with people. Too many people put all their effort into image and 
appearance and pay no attention to the quality of their character.  
 

 
Questions 

1. Do you spend more time focused on your character or your appearance? 
2. Even if they aren’t flashy, what 3 character traits would you say are most 

important for a person to have? 
3. What can you do to improve the quality of your character? 


